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What’s in this issue of the the ArrowWhat’s in this issue of the the Arrow??



If you have problems when renewing or joining,   Email: Administrator@yellowstonetrail.org 

It's  here! A Good Road From 
Plymouth Rock to Puget Sound 
with a subtitle of A Modern 
Guide to Driving the Historic 
Yellowstone Trail, 1912-1930.
It is the definitive, most com-
plete book of the history  of 
the Yellowstone Trail and a fine 
guide to everything along the 
Trail.
Come ride with us along one 
of the first auto routes across 
America, the 3,600 mile Yellow-
stone Trail. Whether traveling 
by auto or armchair, you will 
be guided along that 1912-1930 
route.  $37.95 plus $5 p&h

46 Trail Tales that  paint a picture of the Trail and the times.
History Bits yielding the context of the Trail.
An extensive Mile-by-Mile Guide to see sites and sights in each of
    the 13 states through which the Trail traveled.
300+ Detailed Maps to direct you along the original route.
Over 800 Pictures to bring the times alive.

& Driving Notes 
to help you 
through tough 
spots. 

8-1/2 x 11 inches.    
428 pages 

If you are reading an on-screen copy of the Arrow:

Click here to order.
If not, go to www.yellowstonetrail.org to order
or send inquiry to YTP@yellowstonetrail.org

or send check to:
 YT Publishers, 7000 S Shore Dr, Altoona, WI 54720
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Available: The Definitive Guide to the YTAvailable: The Definitive Guide to the YT

. . .  a charitable and educational organization 
within the meaning of 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code with the following purposes:

1)  Public Education: to increase public knowledge 
of the Trail and its importance in both local and 
national history,  

2)  Historical Research: to acquire information and 
stories about the Trail and its historical context, 

3)  Historical Preservation: to promote the preser-
vation of appropriate sections of the Yellowstone 
Trail and buildings or other artifacts along the Trail, 

4)  Communication: to provide a medium of com-
munication and support among its members,

5)  Heritage Tourism: to promote heritage tourism 
along the Trail to support the above purposes, and

6)  Related Events: to sponsor or support various 
events related to the history of the Trail to support 
the above purposes.

The Yellowstone Trail Association isThe Yellowstone Trail Association is

Front Cover Picture:
Yellowstone Trail (under bridge)
Mile 59 (Washington) 
near Snoqualmie Pass

http://yellowstonetrail.org/page12.html
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If you place any orders with Amazon, please help the 
Yellowstone Trail Association a bit by taking advantage 
of the AmazonSmile program.  After you have signed 
up at Amazon, simply shop by going to AmazonSmile 
rather than to Amazon.  Other than the name, it is the 
same place. Then the YTA gets a small donation from 
Amazon proportional to the amount you spend.
If you do not have an Amazon Smile Account:
[First, of course, you need an ordinary account at Ama-
zon.com to shop at Amazon.  Create one if you have not 
shopped at Amazon.]

To create an “Amazon Smile shopping account”:
Go to Amazon.com
Find and hover over the button labeled  “Hello, Sign in,  
Account & Lists.” and in the box that appears, click on 
Amazonsmile charity lists.
Search for “Yellowstone Trail Association Inc” (Use full 
name in the search to make it easier)   And Select it.
To shop, go to “smile.amazon.com” rather than the usu-
al “Amazon.com”
If you have problems, ask a teenager to help.  That 
worked for me! •

Help the YTA without it costing you anything! Help the YTA without it costing you anything! 

If you are not now receiving the 
printed version of the Arrow and 
you would like a printed book-
let-style copy of this Arrow mail $5 
(or $11 for the next three issues) to 
YT Publishers, 7000 S Shore Dr, Al-
toona, WI 54720.    Use your credit 
card by paying through PayPal, 
directing it to 
jridge@yellowstonetrail.org 

For questions about membership, address 
changes,  or Arrow receipt questions: 
Email: 	 Administrator@yellowstonetrail.org
USPS: 	 Yellowstone Trail Association, PO Box 65
		  Altoona, WI 54720

For YT related signs and merchandise (not part of the YTA):
Web 	 www.yellowstonetrail.org
Email: 	 YTP@yellowstonetrail.org
USPS: 	 Yellowstone Trail Publishers
	 7000 S Shore Dr

Altoona, WI 54720

To join, make membership payments, or donate:
Web:	 go directly to our membership service:
		      https://yta.clubexpress.com
USPS:  		 Send to administrator, Yellowstone Trail Association
			  Box 65,  Altoona, WI 54720
	 There is a printable application form at:
            www.yellowstonetrail.org/Docs/MemberApplication.pdf

For Trail information and editorial communications 
	 (our corporate office): 
Email: 	 YTA@yellowstonetrail.org 
USPS: 	 Yellowstone Trail Association 
	 PO Box 65
	 Altoona, WI 54720

Also, to join, renew, donate, use the form on page 2

Contact the Yellowstone Trail AssociationContact the Yellowstone Trail Association

In the beginning of the Arrow, nearly 20 years ago, every member 
of the YTA received a mailed printed copy of each Arrow when the 
postage costs were lower.  The $10 annual membership fee covered 
it all and we could print and mail a copy to all members.  But we 
gathered a couple thousand "contacts" of interested people and the 
Board decided that to motivate memberships (and reduce work -- 
we need volunteers for everything) that each Arrow would be sent 
digitally to all but those who did not have a computer. And, we 
hoped non-members would, upon receipt of an Arrow, join.  Some 
did, many didn't. The Board then decided that full digital Arrows 
were to be sent to members but non-members and those with 
expired memberships would be sent just the cover pages to keep 
them aware. And motivate them to join.  It is just $15 per year! 
And the necessary operating expenses are not quite covered.  Thus, 
to avoid a sense of guilt and enjoy the Arrow, join!  It is a good 
expenditure.

Are You Missing Pages 3-14?Are You Missing Pages 3-14?

www. https://yta.clubexpress.com
http://www.yellowstonetrail.org/Docs/MemberApplication.pdf


CIn the news - The Bay View Compass (Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin) reprinted on January 1, 2022 a 9-page article 
from 2016 about the Trail in their town. They did a 
fine job of weaving their local historic pictures with the 
known history of the Trail through their area.

CIn the news -The Laurel Outlook (Laurel, Montana) 
published “Rediscovering the Historic Yellowstone Trail” 
with quite a complete story of the Trail and a picture of 
enthusiastic member Greg Childs posing beside an out-
door YTA  Interpretive sign. Childs is a major supporter 
of the YTA.

CIn the news -Volume One, a local arts and culture 
news magazine, published in paper and online a nice 
notice of the latest book by the Ridges, including refer-
ences to the Trail in their town, Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

CFaithful readers may remember past articles about 
the colorful,132-year-old bar/restaurant, the M&M, right 
on the Trail in Butte. One of its claims to fame was its 
annual St. Patrick’s Day bash. To keep the 132-year-old 
tradition going, in spite of the bar having burned down 
last year, and until the new M&M rises like a phoenix 
from the ashes, the town held a wowser of a 2022 St. 
Patrick’s Day parade. Hundreds and hundreds of all ages 
lined the Uptown streets watching bagpipers, Irish danc-
ers, marching bands, etc.,etc. Harkening back to Yellow-
stone Trail days was the 1922 Model-T Ford carrying 
special guests

CFriend Barry Prichard is author of two good books 
about his grandfather, Michael Dowling, a founder of the 
YT. Well, Barry never ceases to amaze us. He celebrated 
his 90th birthday by zip lining!  

CAntique auto clubs are our friends. They are always 
looking for old roads to parade upon, and they have 
found the Yellowstone Trail. So, the Chippewa Valley 
Model A Club (Wisconsin) asked John and Alice Ridge 
to talk about the Trail. With video and a spirited Q &A, 
a good time was had by all. We hope they plan a trip on 
the Trail this summer.

CThe Powell County Museum and other agencies in 
Deer Lodge, Montana, report that there will be a new 
"Old Yellowstone Trail" running twelve miles from Deer 
Lodge to Garrison. It will be a walking/biking path on 
the old railroad bed parallel to the "real" Yellowstone 
Trail. Drainage, a parking lot at the trailhead, and a 
tourism website are planned.  Note: Garrison is where 
the Yellowstone Trail started running with the Mullan 
Military Road going east.
CLook at what our friends in Waconia, MN did! Their 
local newspaper said, “Residents use luminarias to illu-
minate the Yellowstone Trail on Christmas Eve. Yellow-
stone Trail neighbors came together to create a runway 
for Santa.” Yet another creative way to celebrate the YT 
next Christmas. Send us the pictures. 

CMike Kirk of Trail town Waupaca, WI, reports that 
their Historical Society’s 1907 former Soo Line depot is 
open for viewers and welcomes all. The Wisconsin Cen-
tral Railway “spared no expense to build the structure” 
and it became an important part of the community. The 
depot saw joyous reunions and fearful family members 
sending their young off to two World Wars. Passenger 
service ended in 1965 with the building still used for 
section crews. From 1987 to 2000 the building stood, 
deteriorating, until the Historical Society acquired it. 
Volunteers have restored the beautiful stone depot with 
its three fireplaces and Spanish tile roof. It now houses a 
G-scale model train display and art work, with a baggage 
car and a caboose on the property. 
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The original Yellowstone Trail Association produced an 
unknown number of Arrows (its newsletter) with notices 
called Trail-O-Grams.  For our younger readers, note that 
telegrams were a common means of fast, long-distance 
communication, especially before the ubiquitous telephone. 

Trail-O-Grams Trail-O-Grams 




